
 

SDG Network Meeting 
Notes 

Tuesday 9th October 2018 

Topic Pre-meeting to set agenda for SDG National Review event (16th October) 

1pm – 2pm Online via Zoom 

Participants:  Paul Bradley – SCVO 

Anja-Maaike Green – Scottish Government  

Catherine Gee – Keep Scotland Beautiful 

Dorothea Vincent – UN House Scotland, Strategic Development Director 

Lewis Ryder-Jones – Scotland International Development Alliance 

Fran van Dijk – One Stone Advisors  

May East – Gaia Education   

 
Paul Bradley (SCVO) 
Introduction from SDG Network Coordinator  
 

 Focus of working group to bring together volunteers to see what we would like to happen with 
the engagement process around the VNR.  

 Focus of this meeting is on setting agenda for the meeting on Tuesday 16th October.  

 Pleased to secure Glasgow Caledonian University to host the event 

 Invitation has been opened up to anyone interested in the SDGs beyond this network 

 Need to discuss who else we need to reach out to for awareness and involvement 

 We will discuss what we want to achieve, items for the agenda and what form it should take. 
 

 
Anja-Maaike Green (Scottish Government) 
Update on where this has come from and Scottish Government’s own views on where they see 
event taking us forward over the next few months.  
 

 Attended High Level Political Forum with May East in July – focused on integration of SDGs and 
National Performance Framework 

 Contact with DfID during the HLPF on UK Government Voluntary National Review 

 Agreed the need to regroup after the summer to discuss Scotland and home nations input into the 
VNR 

 Still under discussion. Discussed with Paul and others, Inc. Welsh Government, to share views.  

 Scottish and Welsh Governments prefer separate chapters within the wider UK Government VNR 

 DfID have put forward a proposed structure of VNR to Ministers and this was approved. This did 
not include separate chapters for each Nation.  

 DfID have indicated they are willing to have discussions around this 

 Hopeful there will be a joint meeting between the Governments to clarify input of home nations. 



 Options are A) Scotland integrated and woven through report B) Scotland to have a separate 
chapter with appendices with further data 

 UK focus will need to be local and will be heavily data driven because a lot of the VNRs are 
narrative based and UK strength is robust evidence and data network.  

 Scottish Government would like to see this in same spirit at NPF. It is a partnership and the VNR 
should be everyone’s document as much as possible. 

 DfID would like to meet Scottish Government before workshop on 16th October. Scottish 
Government would welcome civil society involvement to maintain collaborative process. 

 Suggested aims of the meeting: 
o DfID (UK Government) are present so we need to find out what’s happening in England 
o Clarification on nature of Scotland’s input 
o What Scotland’s approach would be, in terms of logistics and development 

 Suggested agenda: 
o Pre-meeting with DfID, Scottish Government and Network Reps – details, timelines 
o Main session 

 1hr 30 mins with DfID (approach in UK) 
 1hr 30 mins Scotland specific (approach in Scotland)  

 

 
Discussion 
Input from all those on the call  
 

 Looking increasing like DfID will manage content for one chapter and there will be nominated 
leads across Government. Not clear who those leads are. 

 Single Department Plans main reporting mechanism on SDGs  

 If there are three additional chapters, it could be as little as 30 pages per devolved government.  

 Need to consider whether separate chapters is best way forward. For Scottish Government, view 
is: 

o Visibility increased with separate chapter 
o Danger content and approach would not be framed how Scotland would like it to be 

 Network had previously said would like to see all nations woven across the full report.  

 Could look at something more sophisticated – would have separate chapters to highlight unique 
efforts but bulk of report would have examples from the nations across the report. Can we push 
for the best we can? 

 UK agenda will be driven strongly by Brexit and position the UK internationally. Need to be aware 
of underlying politics. 

 Hopefully we will have more clarity ahead of 16th October workshop.  

 Need to contextualise how things are in Scotland, for example in an executive summary, if there 
is going to be separate chapters.  

 Separate chapter for Scotland was help with not having to adhere to UK Government’ punishing 
timetable. Their request is for a Scotland draft by mid-November to pass through separate 
departments, Ministers then Parliament.  

 This may need to go through Scottish Parliament. 

 Separate chapter is not just supposed to be a desk-based document and be part of the 
implementation process. Longer to do this in Scotland through into the spring would bring focus 
and momentum to wider implementation efforts.  

 Some indicators we do not have statistics for. Is there shared information between England and 
Scotland and are we looking at collecting data to establish baseline numbers and are we ahead of 
England on this? What are the logistics behind an individual chapter? 

 Scottish Government are looking to commission and academic to do a baseline assessment so 
Scotland has a clear idea of what statistics we have available, where the gaps are and where we 
need more progress in production of evidence and what the evidence is telling us in terms of 
concentrated policy effort. This would provide a summary of infrastructure and capacity to meet 
these challenges and implement the SDGs. This would inform VNR and wider SDG plans, and very 
happy to continue to work with this group on brief and next steps.  



 Do need to look at measurement approach across UK – 1.3 an example of indicator where 
different governments will measure this in their own ways. Evidence wise often dovetail, but in 
other ways we won’t. ONS provided useful breakdown of what information and data they have.  

 

 
Discussion Continued  
Input from all those on the call 
 

 Most countries presenting VNRs have shadow report from civil society 

 What are we claiming – civil society co-designers of official VNR or our own take through shadow 
report 

 Ireland adopted, embraced and funded the shadow report. Irish civil society organisations were 
part of the delegation.  

 NGO community is independent of the Government 

 We need constructive and collaborative role with the official VNR but what more can we do as 
Civil Society body. 

 BOND SDG Group will publish a shadow report and main focus will be on the partnership approach 
and lack of this – policy coherence. 

 Will UKSSD be publishing shadow report given the release of Measuring Up? Do we feed into this?  

 Too early to have a position. We need more dialogue between ourselves and take on a listening 
role to gather information from Scottish Government, BOND, UKSSD and form a Scottish position. 

 Reason to set up this VNR group is to take a view on what the network can and should do. 

 Possible options for civil society to be discussed in the afternoon of 16th October. May East to 
speak about options for civil society. 

 Collection of shadow reports available. Would be helpful to look at these to form our own 
approach.  

 Need to get in touch with authors of shadow reports to get feedback on pros and cons and views 
on whether they would have liked to have been involved in full VNR. Fran willing to take some of 
this forward. 

 Do we want to produce a national plan and what would the purpose and function of this and what 
is the purpose and function of a shadow report? 

 

 
Facilitators Review 
Review of what was discussed and decided during the meeting  
 

 Pre-meeting between Scottish Government and UK Government, possibly with Network 
representation. Scottish Government to decide what works best.  

 Need a chair for the session  
 

Meeting Purpose 
 

 The preferred format/content of Scotland’s contribution to the VNR (building on the 
submission)  

 What our approach should be to developing the content of the VNR and how to co-ordinate 
this between ourselves over the coming months 

 Agreeing a more formal Scotland wide plan for delivery of the SDGs  
 

Structure 
 

 GCU welcome 

 DfID on format of VNR, where they have got to with this and Scotland’s place within it, UK 
consultation to people – how does this fit in and who has editorial control? Rationale and 
deadline 



 Scottish Government input saying what Government is doing and vision for Scotland overall. 
Does Scotland run a similar approach to UK? Includes work already underway around SDGs. 

 SDG Network outline – May East on the options available for civil society and around the world 
and role of civil society in official VNR and shadow reports 

 Q&A session with speakers 

 What would our overall approach be – content, logistics to organise and next actions. DfID do 
not need to be there for this. 

o Scottish Government’s approach to VNR and role of civil society (data, stories etc. how 
Scottish Government will reach out).  

o UK Governments overall approach to VNR 
o Options available to civil society. Shadow report, what’s feasible with resources, who 

can help, feed into UK wide shadow report. 
o Where does this fit into a Scottish National Implementation Plan. 

 
Attendees 
 

 Posted on a number of forums, social and targeted emails. 

 Need to reach out to ICAS, BITC, SEPA, LFS, Police Scotland, COSLA 

 This is not about deciding the content of the plan but focus on how is this as broad and 
comprehensive as possible – need people in room that can reach out to other audiences 

 
Group future 
 

 Should bring more focus to what is happening, what the network can do and clear what our 
role is and how we go about this. 

 
 

globalgoals.scot | #SDGScotland  


