
VNR WORKING GROUP 
Meeting Notes  

Wednesday 7th November 2018 
 
2pm – 4pm Gaia Education, Summerhall.  

 
Attending: Paul Bradley (SCVO), May East (Gaia Education), Dorothea Vincent (UN House), Anja-
Maaike Green (Scottish Government), Kathryn Duncan (Keep Scotland Beautiful), Linda Shetabi 
(Glasgow University), Lewis Ryder-Jones (The Alliance), Rob Henthorn (IDEAS, Bridge 47). 

Updates from the network 

Lewis Ryder-Jones (The Alliance):  
Continuing to engage with BOND in the development of their VNR shadow report, which will focus 
on demonstrable gaps in progress so will not be formally termed a ‘shadow report’. As The Alliance 
is the Scottish representative body for international development organisations, Lewis will be the 
conduit for Scottish engagement with this report. 

Paul Bradley (SCVO):  
Working on linking Scottish 3rd sector to businesses and other civic society partners, e.g.: for Global 
Goals case studies. Great opportunity for this in light of the SEPA/ICAS working group. 
Seeking continued commitment from SCVO and the SDG network generally to ensure sustainability. 
Significant interest in the SDG network from organisations which should be within it. Paul has 
mapped the exiting network, and there will soon be an equalities analysis of the network itself. 

Dorothea Vincent (UN House):  
UN House leading various events over the coming months with relevance to the SDGs.  
January launch of online platform to support civil society collaboration and contributions to work on 
the SDGs. 
Dorothea has recently completed an extensive literature review of UN documents relating to work 
with NGOs. 

May East (Gaia Education): 
E-learning package on blockchain and the SDGs to be launched soon. UNITAR will be hosting this. 

Anja-Maaike Green (Scottish Government): 
Meetings in the coming weeks with DFID to clarify mechanisms for Scottish input to the UK VNR. 
Ambition to integrate SDGs into Scottish Government pre-budget reporting. 
Looking into possibility of running sessions on the SDGs for parliamentarians in Scotland, in 
collaboration with Gaia Education. 
Report on implementing Outcome Working across the Scottish Govt along with OPSCI at OECD. 
Baseline assessment has gone out to commission. 

 



Discussion on Scottish Government paper “SDG Implementation and Development of 
the UKGov VNR: Considerations” 

Attendees discussed various parts of this paper, with the acknowledgement it would not be possible 
to cover all aspects thoroughly in the meeting. Network members are encouraged to respond in 
writing to all questions they have time for. 

Attendees noted that the timeframe for the DFID survey on SDG-related activities has shifted from 
November to the New Year, with deadline for feedback now 11th January. 

“Wider SDG Implementation in Scotland” 

Attendees noted that the ‘elements and building blocks’ in this section are supposed to support a 
long-term Scottish Government approach to the SDGs to establish what a successful SDG delivery 
eco-system look like in Scotland, not just for the VNR and the summer. General feeling was that 
these were good but needing some clarification or specificity in places. 

Attendees also discussed answers to questions posed in this paper, including:  

• Overall vision - What does success look like? 
o There exists high-level political buy-in on SDGs but we also need high-level political 

structure to support it beyond the life of one parliament. 
o “High-level political structure” could include a sub-committee of the cabinet 

responsible for leading SDG implementation; mechanisms for ensuring specific 
budgetary considerations around the SDGs; mechanisms for ensuring Parliamentary 
scrutiny around the SDGs; SDG leads at Local Authority level to ensure devolution of 
responsibility towards implementation. 

o Public understanding of SDGs as a vital component of participation and 
accountability: SDG literacy. Especially given (and assumed) very low starting point. 

o SDGs integrated throughout all areas of Scottish government, rather thn the 
preserve of a single department. 

Attendees note that the Scottish Government is eager to resist having a 2-track system which fails to 
integrate NPF outcomes and SDGs. 

ACTIONS: 

SDG Members (who have time) to reflect on questions in the Scottish Government document (we’ll 
do this via an open-contribution document) and feed back to Anja-Maaike on this. 
Regular meetings to discuss these will also be set up for this group to coninue working on these 
issues. This will include a specific meeting on the ‘wider SDG implementation questions’ for this to 
be fed in. 

“Aims and Opportunities within this VNR” 

Attendees agreed that the aims and opportunities outlined in this paper generally reflect our needs 
and ambitions for the process.  

Discussion followed on "the VNR to inform development of a possible national SDG action plan – to 
be launched alongside the VNR at the HLPF 2019”. This is an ambition of the Scottish Government 
Performance Team for which ministerial backing will be sought. Attendees agreed this provided 
great opportunities for outlining long-term work on SDGs given the Scottish content of the VNR will 
not be given a great deal of space, will be data-focused, etc. 



ACTIONS: 

Paul and Lewis to compare what’s in a VNR and what’s in (eg) Ireland’s SDGs Implementation Plan to 
establish the ways in which they differ, and feedback on methodology and engagement. 

Network members who have time to reflect on questions 1-5 in this section, and also think about 
key questions on "Possible content of a Scottish chapter in the UKGov VNR” and reflect on these in 
our feedback. 

Subsequent meetings to take place every fortnight Tues-Thurs. With rotating chairs. Paul will set the 
date for next one in the next 2 weeks.  


