
VNR WORKING GROUP 
Meeting Agenda 

November 22nd 2018 

3pm – 5pm Online via Zoom  

Rotating Chair: Anja-Maaike Green  

 
 

Notes 
Present: Victoria, Anja-Maaike, Paul, Rob, Lewis, Catherine, Fran 

Intros 

Run through of Agenda 

Updates 

Paul –  

• On UKSSD, regional groups being set up.  
• SEPA/ICAS working group meeting 10th December 
• Ethical Finance Working Lunch on 28th November 
• Action Point – calendar of events on Basecamp both for record of past events and upcoming 

Catherine –  

• Keep Scotland Beautiful are a partner org for UKSSD. They are evolving/ doing a governance 
review.  

• UKSSD are not doing much around VNR 
• More on place-based approach upcoming in new year 
• UKSSD are funded by partner contributions 

Scot Gov – 

• bi-weekly calls on process with devolved nations 
• Scotland and Wales both proceeding on basis that they will be presenting their own unique 

story 

Content of VNR or supplementary review 

• Chapter 4 and 5 potentially the bulk of the Scottish Review 
• Without data – an implementation plan is difficult to create, so is it realistic to have an action 

plan fully fledged by June/July 
• In reference to Irish Implementation plan – there is a lack of teeth. We could do that, but if 

we get our heads round this, then we can do much more 
• In terms of general structure, chapter structure for Scotland is generally ok 

Each section: 

1. Depends on how this sits within UK VNR 



Page 2 

2. Scottish policy approach 
a.  On first part Scot Gov take lead 
b. SDGs across public service landscape – maybe 3rd sector 
c. Other sector involvement - 3rd sector 
d. Leaving no-one behind 

Approach 

• Why are we doing VNR? – it’s a helpful vehicle to streamline our thinking about how to 
approach SDGs 

• Not just why, but how – in context of Public Sector purse restrictions – we need to think about 
best practice 

• What are key reasons to do VNR – 3 or 5 things that define its purpose? 
• Who is going to use the VNR, and what for? 
• Scot Gov wants it to be useful for them to move forward on SDG and NPF implementation 
• What doesn’t go in also needs to be captured 
• Awareness raising important to get to level playing field on SDGs, but also to map what’s 

happening to facilitate collaboration 
• For business – it’s about what they can do for SDGs, not mapping their current activities 
• Action point – Scot Gov to draft something to share on getting input/ideas into engagement 

plan on SDGs, the NPF and the VNR process 
• How we seek engagement on VNR needs to be contextualised into the longer-term plans on 

NPF and SDGs? 
• Is a survey like DFID’s a good idea? Timescale for this would be tight, so decision needs to be 

made soon. 
• Should engagement be goals based? 
• Stakeholder map needs developed 
• Keep Scotland Beautiful can use their surveying tools to help reach people, e.g. All schools in 

Scotland 
• Who is analysing data? Similar survey across different stakeholder groups 
• Worry about analytical resources – business case needs to be made to secure resource 
• Action point – getting a session in January on how to build link between NPF outcomes to 

SDGs. How to frame it? 

Terms of reference for working group 

• Action point - On drafting – Paul happy to draw up something on ToR and group 
organisation/governance 

• Protocols from government do limit things – need ministerial approval at end of day 
• Action point - Editorial policy needs to be drawn up 
• What happens to data and input that isn’t involved? 

 

 

 


